
Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)

U.S. Geological Survey

590 National Center

Reston, VA 20192

Subject: Response to FGDC Request for Information

The subject Request for Information (RFI) appeared in the Commerce Business Daily, as posted in CBDNet on November 8, 2000 (cite: W-313 SN5062L7). The RFI states that the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) is interested in determining interest in spatially enabling an electronic Federal government. 
Acting in the role of Executive Secretary, I send to you this response on behalf of the U.S. Federal Government Information Clearinghouse Partnership ("Clearinghouse Partnership"), excepting that the FGDC is itself a partner in the Clearinghouse Partnership. The response below follows the five topics to be addressed by respondents, as specified in the RFI.
  (1) Name: 

U.S. Federal Government Information Clearinghouse Partnership

       Contact Information:

Dick Griffin, Presidential Task Force on Employment of Adults with Disabilities,
U.S. Department of Labor

  (2)  Idea, Technology or Approach:

The U.S. Federal Government Information Clearinghouse Partnership recommends that “geospatial information discovery” be enabled in the FirstGov electronic Government initiative by leveraging the current FirstGov requirement to support the open standard Global Information Locator Service, and thereby also connect FirstGov with the National Spatial Data Infrastructure. This will provide a strong foundation for “spatially enabling an electronic Federal Government”.

Here, the term "information discovery“ refers to the process of finding relevant data and information resources without prior knowledge of where those resources may reside, how they are organized, or how they are usually accessed. The term “geospatial” encompasses any data and information that is referenced to places on the Earth. 

  (3)  Importance or priority of the idea, technology, or approach to e-government, and the extent to which it enhances government accountability:

Geospatial information discovery is crucial to electronic government. Geospatial services depend on the availability of quality, standardized, and readily accessible geospatial data. There is a huge and growing marketplace of geospatial data and services, with many competing private sector providers as well as hundreds of public sector providers. As in any market, customers need mechanisms to discover sources of data and services. Information discovery mechanisms can work at the level of  “yellow pages” and “product catalogs” down to “technical manuals”.

Provision of a geospatial information discovery facility would enhance government accountability by exposing the extensive holdings of geospatial information now maintained by the government. In particular, the recommendation leverages government servers already participating in the Clearinghouse of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) organized by the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC).

  (4)  Readiness for broad use and expected time and resources required to implement:

The recommendation is to exploit geospatial information discovery mechanisms and content already available in the NSDI by leveraging the current FirstGov requirement to support the open standard Global Information Locator Service. Adding a "map selection" function to the FirstGov search capability would be sufficient to exploit the ability of NSDI servers to support search by latitude and longitude. Such a function is typically available at little or no extra charge in "search portal" products required for FirstGov already. There would be extra expense in content preparation to make any geospatial databases on the FirstGov server compliant as participants in the NSDI Clearinghouse.  
  (5)  Degree to which solutions do or will conform with United States and international data and technology standards for geospatial data, services, and information accessibility:

The recommended approach fully conforms to United States and international data 
and technology standards for geospatial data and information accessibility, as these 
are applied by the FGDC in the NSDI and under relevant U.S. law and policy, and 
as they are specified through the International Standards Organization and other 
relevant standards organizations.

The Clearinghouse Partnership thanks you for your attention to this response. Please feel free to contact me if further information is desired.

Information about the Clearinghouse Partnership is available at <http://clear.search.gov/>. 







Sincerely,







Dick Griffin







Presidential Task Force on  






Employment of Adults with Disabilities,






U.S. Department of Labor


