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Every day, mountains of data, research, and analysis are created by government, industry, and other institutions. And every day -- driven by warp-speed advances in computer and communications technology -- the information creation rate accelerates.

How can we make information accessible and usable -- information already in cultural treasure-houses, on the Internet today, and blasting at us in the 21st Century? How can we ensure that people can deal effectively with the mountains of information they’ll be facing -‑ and not be buried beneath them?

The Global Information Locator Service (GILS) is a revolutionary new approach designed to address one of the most crucial challenges we will face in the 21st Century: enabling people to find and retrieve information easily even as information sources expand and diversify. Fundamentally, GILS is about managing information content, not just picking new information technologies.


How Does GILS Work this Magic?

GILS defines an open, low-cost, and scalable standard so that governments, companies, or other organizations can help searchers find collections of information, as well as specific information in the collections. GILS works for organizations large or small, technically advanced or just starting out. Anything you can regard as information, you can describe using GILS, from printed documents, to lists of experts, to complex data. For example, a Clearinghouse for Geospatial Data extends GILS to help searchers find map products and answer questions using the vast range of data referenced to places on the Earth. 

What Does GILS Mean to Information Producers and Intermediaries?
GILS is an open standard for searching basic information descriptions. As part of how an organization manages information content, these "locator records" give users inside and outside the organization a simple way to find information. Such descriptions may be inserted into Web documents with tools like TagGen, generated from databases with tools like MetaStar and Microsoft Access; or edited by catalogers and just stored as documents. 

Producers offer locator records over the Internet through GILS-compliant software, including Internet search engines like Alta Vista, DOCS-Fulcrum, and Ultraseek;   database systems like Oracle; or traditional library catalog systems like SIRSI. Producers can also choose free GILS-compliant software from sources around the world. 


What Does GILS Mean to Searchers?
For information users, GILS offers a standard way to find information by its description -‑ whether a specific document, an information service, a collection of information, or an entire organization. Having a common standard allows searchers to find information across institutions that may be separated by geography, charter, focus, or government.

When used to describe broad information collections, GILS locators communicate the basic essentials of the content of an information collection. Searchers use GILS records to navigate quickly and easily to the collection of interest. Within a collection,  searchers may find an individual item, or may chose to find referrals to other collections. 

What is the GILS Standard?
Anyone who has used a library can use GILS. Based on the ISO 23950 search standard, GILS includes the most commonly understood concepts by which people worldwide find information sources in libraries -- concepts like Title, Author, Publisher, Date, and Place. A GILS locator record is a kind of souped-up version of your trusty library catalog record. 

Technologies may come and go, but the content of information resources must not get lost in the shuffle. The common search approach available through GILS allows us to leverage our treasure-houses of accumulated knowledge, exploit the full breadth of the Internet today -- and position us for the Information Age as we enter the 21st Century. 

Partial list of GILS and Geospatial initiatives:

National and International

Australia, Canada, Committee on Earth Observing Satellites, Colombia, Consortium for International Earth Science Information Network, European Environment Agency, European Legislative Virtual Library, Finland, France, Germany, Global Change Master Directory, Global Environmental Information Locator Service, Global Forest Information Service, G8 Global Inventory Project, Global Spatial Data Infrastructure, Greece, Health Information Locator Service for Latin America and the Caribbean, Hungary, India, Indonesia, InterAmerican Biodiversity Information Network, Japan, Kiribati, Macau, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nordic Web Index, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, Russian Federation, South Africa, Sweden, Trans-European Research and Education Network, United Kingdom, UN Environment Program, UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, UN Convention on Biological Diversity, UN Program on Human Sustainable Development

U.S. Federal

Advanced Search Facility, Center for Integration of Natural Disaster Information, DefenseLink, Federal Resources for Education Excellence, Federal Depository Library Program, Global Change Data and Information System, Master Environmental Library, National Biological Information Infrastructure, National Spatial Data Infrastructure, National Environmental Data Index, U.S. Federal GILS

U.S. States

Alabama, Alaska, California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming

Communities

Baltimore MD, CommunityPlanet (U.S.), Dane County WI, Fort Lauderdale FL, Gallatin County MT, Greensboro NC, Madison GA, Philadelphia PA, Seamless (U.K.), Tallahassee FL, Tillamook County OR, Tennessee Valley Authority



The goal of the 
Global Information Locator Service
standard:

 "make it easier for people to find all of the information they need."

For more information about GILS, see

WWW.GILS.NET
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Designed for 
the 21st Century
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